
Private Wedding Venue or Barn 

This is a summary, the completed legislation can be found at www.abca.wv.gov 

 

“Private wedding venue or barn” means an applicant or licensee that is only open for reserved weddings, 

reunions, conferences, meetings, or other events and does not maintain daily or regular operating hours, and which: 

• Maintains a venue, facility, barn, or pavilion primarily used for weddings, reunions, conferences, 

meetings, or other events where parties must reserve or contract for the venue, facility, barn, or 

pavilion in advance of the event; 

• Operates a restaurant and full kitchen with ovens, as determined by the commissioner, on the 

licensed premises and is capable of serving freshly prepared food, or may engage a food caterer, to 

provide adequate freshly prepared food or meals to serve its stated members, guests, and patrons 

who will be attending the event at the private wedding venue or barn. The applicant or licensee shall 

provide written documentation including a list of food caterers or written agreements regarding any 

food catering operations to the commissioner prior to approval of a food catering event; 

• Owns or leases, controls, operates, and uses acreage amounting to at least 2 contiguous acres of 

bounded or fenced real property. The applicant or licensee shall verify that, the property is not less 

than two acres and is remotely located, subject to the commissioner’s approval. The bounded or 

fenced real property may be listed on the private wedding venue’s floorplan and may be used for 

large events such as weddings, reunions, conferences, meetings, or other events; 

• Lists the entire property and all adjoining buildings and structures on the private wedding venue or 

barn’s floorplan that would comprise the licensed premises, which would be authorized for the 

lawful sales, service, and consumption of alcoholic liquors throughout the licensed premises whether 

these activities were conducted in a building or structure or outdoors while on the private wedding 

venue or barn’s licensed premises and as noted on the private wedding venue or barn’s floorplan; 

• Has an identified person, persons, or entity that has right, title, and ownership interest in the real 

property buildings and structures located on the proposed licensed premises; 

• 25+ members; 

• Meets and is subject to all other private club requirements; and 

• Uses an age verification system approved by the commissioner. 
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